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Honoring the Life, Legacy of Alec W. Clowes

An exeelleret rurpeen, A vascudar st seginded az
ore of the best. And an even finer human being,

Whitehill Clowes, MO who died of a bram
glioblastoma in July 2015 at age 65

Im his honar, the SWS Foundation has established
the Adexander W, Chowes Distinguished Lecure, to
be given yeary at the annual Vascular Research Ini.
tiatives Canferendce, The firss lecoune will be deliv-
ered {n May by Wilkiam Sessa, PhD, a disinguished
vascular biologist
whose research fo-
cus is closely related
tar that of Dr.
Clowes (see adpnin.
ing seTy )

Known as Alec,
[ Clowes re-
celved 5VE' highest
hanor, the Life-
time Achicvement
Award, in 2015, He
served on the Board
of Direciors af the
EVE Lifeline Foundation (now the SVE Founda-
i) from 1994 to 2003 and played a erical robe in
tw initiatives that have had a bongstanding impact
on vascular research, VRIC and the B8 Career
Deveboprsent Awand Program,

“Abee, if not the pre-eminem vascular surgeon:
scaemiist of our ggrtrra:i.oﬂ. is dcfmh:]:,- in the o
vevnr of three,” sald D, Larey Kraiss, who wralned
with D, Clowes from 198991 and again from
199394, [t is difficult to combine surgery and sci
enge, as D Clowes did, sabd Dr, Kraiss, "Alec &id
both successfully and with excellence.”

This lectureship seeks to comtinue his cansider
able legacy, “Alec thought legacy was very import-
ane,” said Dr. Kraiss, “He felt one could expand his

E 1 of the above desoribe cthe late Alexander

Support New Lecture
in Perpetuity:
Please Donate Today

his year is the first for the Alexander W,

Clowes Distinguished Leaure, and will be
delivered by William Sexsa, Ph.D. Each year,
the leciure reciplent will be an exteemed vasoo-
lar biologise or vaseular sungeon-scientis who
has demonstrated an exceptional commitment
o research in vascular disease and who exem-
plified the qualities of Dr. Clowes.

The 5V5 Foundation has established a fund
for domations oo support the Clowes Distin-
guished Lecture in perperuing To conteibate,
domate online at ‘ClowesLecture or
send checks, made payable to SVS Foundation
and with “Clowes Fund™ in the memo line, 1o
SV Foundation, 33312 Eagle Wiy, Chicago, IL
BOATR-1353,

10 = VSO AR SPECELIGT

Keynote Speaker at VRIC Is Following in
Dr. Clowes' Intellectual Footsteps

lood vessels and nitric gadde link Dr. Alec Clowes, MDY, and Dy, William Sessa, PhD, And those
links make D Sessa the perfect chodee to give the insegural Alexander W Clowes Distinguished

Lectune,
Sessa will discuss “New Iru'i#l.ls inbo Arten

# and Blood Flow Comired,” at @30 a.m. Mqri,

suring the annual Vascular Research Indiavives Conference in Minneapalis, Minn,

“Alee spent his whole life, really, snadying how blood vessels respond 1o mjury,” said Dr. Michael
Conte, a mentee of Dr. Clowes. "In many ways, H.|=|:|'u1|::r was one of the Bndmark investigators in
the ficld of vascular injury for mare than three decades.” He investigated the ongins, mechanisms
anad ereatmicnt for the vascular response to injury thar resuls in intimal hyperplasia and restenosts,
!Jnﬁﬁngﬂmduﬁlﬂilfimicﬂbﬁﬁmufrmﬂhmmmm

Seme of this work led 1o the discovery that blood vessels make nitric oxide 1o regulate their size
and ghickness, Dr, Sessa, an experimental pharmacologisn and vascular biologist, has worked primar-
Iy with nitric axide and how it i generated in both healthy and diseased blood vessels.

The two men did ot work :Iirectl:r t-ngcﬂ'ler. but knew each other and each ather’s work, D Con-
1e sabd. “HBoth wanted 1o know about how vessels alk o each ather and how growth is regulated.”
And both wanted o learn how 1o belp predict vascular injury and prevent complications and failures

P'rucﬂdl.lr:l.
“Wascular disease b very common, Sclentists want 1o understand how it ocours, why it ooours in

certain bocations in the vascular system more than in the body, whether it stabilizes and whether it
pfngm.ﬁ.lﬂ surgeons, like Alec, ame muﬁ\mbndbni.l‘nv_di@bca.t buwhrump'noudmﬂ dom'e Last

forever,” said Dir. Conte,

The answers, he sxid, are eritically important, And the work must cortimse.

mpact i fust throwgh his indivedual wosk b
also through the work his trainees did alter they
lefi has lab. And his infeence would be transmdited
thraugh several gencrations of trainees.”

Dir. Clowes was known for maintaining relation-
ships with his trainees long alter they had gone on
1o aaher instinarbons, He was a sage adviser, having
already faced and solved many of the problemas
his mentees would probably Fce in their own
instinwrions, His lasnng inpact on Dr. Kraiss and
O Michael Conte stems from the collaborative
Menzored Clinical Scientist Research Career Die-
w.lnpm:nl: Awrard (Kog), funded hg,' the SV5 Fourn.
dation, the American College off Sungeons and the
MNational Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute. “Alec
was instruamnental in {'uah'lia.hmg that program ansd
definitely encouraged me to tanger thar award as
a key stepping stone in my career, which it turmed
ot 1o be,” said D Kradss

D, Chorves” door was abways open 1o his men-
tees secking help with grant applications, giving
time amed aatention to the proposals. “He would
Tl yous improve it or change it in & way 1o make
it kT competitive. [T was a ree investmenl on
his part,” said Dr. Kraiss.

D, Krziss is nog alome in his praise of D,
Clowes and appreciation for the contimuing re-
lationship. At the 2018 VRIC, a number of his
trainees - knoon collectively h:,' many s “Chowes”
Clones”™— paid homage 1o a man they respected,
admired, loved, and missed.

e, Clhvwees, said D, Rand:.' Grar:.'. wupum.l.d ol
working with 3V5 1o comime to suppon young
investigators in basic and dlinical sdence. “Very
few of us will ever be able to see their legacy play
our, amd whibe there & no slver lining to whay hap-

pened 1o Abec, you can sec here (looking ar those
present at that VRIC dinner) what his legacy is. He
knew his I::g:a.-_;I was pl:.}'ing ok |I1mugh all of us
and was very proud,

Through Dr. Clowes’ mentoring, D Geary re-
ceived am MIH RO1 gramnt 2t about the time the KOs/
SV5 manching program began. Hie had met D,

"[The Clowes Lecture] isn't
just to pay homage. It is so
we can still inspire today's
young scientists to follow
his path.” - Dr. Larry Kraiss

Clowes in the midd- 19806 while in med school and
later worked in his laboratory for three years, “Onh-
er than my parents and my wide, be was the mass
importam person in oy life for over half my life.”

1 have wanved vo call him, and vell him things,”
said amother surgean-scientist. You can't replace
someone like chat, but we can all oy to live up
1o s expectations a bit more. There was a lot 1o
admire in not just his approach o life but also 1o
hevae e handled his lasg 'yﬂr.'

Dre. Michael Cone st mer Dy Clowes an VRIC,
The bwo :hmrsd.isnmd [ Conte's resanch,
mmmalt}'d:w!nphgadnﬂ rrlal:irrml'.ﬁ]'t.lmrh ien-
tifically and persomally “He was a great memior 1o a
great many peaple, and was very committed to aup-
pun:in;;‘;},mn; SULREOTE soentists, D Conte said,

Clerwes continued an page 17

APRIL 2017



