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Mission
The mission of the SVS Foundation is to optimize the
vascular health and well-being of patients and the public
through support of research that leads to discovery of
knowledge and innovative strategies, as well as education
and programs, to prevent and treat circulatory disease.

Vision

Vascular surgeons will lead in the discovery and delivery
of the highest quality and most accessible healthcare to
reduce the complications of circulatory disease.

Board of Directors

Matthew Eagleton, MD: SVS Foundation Chair,
SVS Immediate Past President

Bernadette Aulivola, MD: Member

Keith Calligaro, MD: SVS President

Thomas Forbes, MD: SVS Treasurer

Linda Harris, MD: SVS President-Elect

Peter Henke, MD: SVS Research Council Chair

Vikram Kashyap, MD: Member

Matthew Menard, MD: Member

Palma Shaw, MD: Industry Relations Chair

Edith Tzeng, MD: Development Committee Chair

Staff

Ken Slaw, PhD, Executive Director, SVS
Catherine Lampi, Director
Miriam Walker, Development Coordinator



Board Chair Message

This past year has been a remarkable one for the Society for Vascular Surgery Foundation,
marked by achievements that reflect both our mission and our momentum. As surgeons, we
understand that these accomplishments are not abstract; they translate directly into improved
outcomes for patients and their families. Every award given, every program launched, and every
institute created is a step toward shaping the future of our specialty. Through the SVS Foundation,
we are translating generosity into innovation that shapes the future of vascular care.

A particular point of pride was the establishment of the Enrico Ascher Vascular Institute, a new
chapter in our commitment to fostering innovation, mentorship, and excellence in vascular
surgery. Dr. Ascher has been a dedicated mentor and champion of collaboration in our
community, recognized for groundbreaking innovation, education and advancing minimally
invasive approaches that transformed patient care. Inspired early in his education by anatomy
and mentored by pioneers in the field, Dr. Ascher rose to become a global leader in vascular
surgery. Not only has he opened opportunities for surgeons worldwide through combined
education meetings and chairing the Pan-American Congress in Vascular Surgery since 1990,
but his lifelong commitment to advancing science, training future surgeons and supporting the
SVS Foundation reflects his belief in research and innovation as the driving forces of progress.
The Institute carries this legacy forward by fostering education, mentorship and discovery to
shape the future of vascular care.

That same dedication to shaping the future of vascular care is reflected in the Foundation’s
continued legacy of grantmaking, awarding more than $359,000 during the 2024-2025 award
cycle. This funding made is possible through the generosity of our individual and corporate donors.

Our spirit of community was also on display through advocacy efforts, as the Vascular Health
Step Challenge entered its fourth year. This year was especially meaningful, as we hosted our
very first in-person walk raising awareness for Peripheral Artery Disease (PAD) while taking
steps side by side. It was more than just a challenge; it was a celebration of connection,
advocacy, and the impact we can make together.

The work of the Foundation reflects science in action and as we look ahead, the focus is clear.
Guided by our strategic plan, we are committed to expanding patient access, accelerating discovery,
and investing in the next generation of vascular leaders. We are profoundly grateful to our donors,
colleagues, and partners who make this progress possible. Your support does more than sustain
our mission, it is propelling the breakthroughs that will shape tomorrow’s vascular care.
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Matthew Eagleton, MD

SVS Foundation Chair

SVS Immediate Past President
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The financial statements contained in this Annual Report pertain to Fiscal Year 2025 (FY2025), which covers the period
from April 1, 2024 through March 31, 2025. Please note that the fiscal year does not coincide with the calendar year 2025.




Advancing Science Today, Transforming Care Tomorrow

The SVS Foundation fuels research and education
that transforms vision into impact, investing in
discoveries and innovations that improve outcomes
and extend lives for patients. Since 1987, the
Foundation has awarded nearly $16 million in research
funding to the SVS community. The impact of these
awards continue to shape the field, improving care
today and driving the breakthroughs of tomorrow.

The Foundation also helps pave the way for the next
generation of innovators. By providing scholarships,
training opportunities, and awards, we have
equipped young surgeons with the mentorship and
skills they need to lead the future of vascular care.

These awards are more than funding, they are
investments in discovery, innovation, and in the
patients who will benefit from the advances yet
to come. Thank you to our donors and corporate
partners for proving every day that the future of
vascular care starts now.
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Awardee Spotlight: Sneja Raju, MD

2023 RESIDENT RESEARCH AWARD RECIPIENT

“This award has been instrumental in supporting
my early development as a vascular researcher.

It provided me with the resources and protected
time to explore fundamental mechanisms of
vascular disease, particularly the role of endothelial
cell-derived extracellular vesicles in plaque
instability. Through this support, | was able to gain
experience in translational research, strengthen
my skills in experimental design and data analysis,
and work closely with mentors who have shaped
my academic trajectory. Importantly, the award
reinforced my commitment to pursuing a career

in vascular surgery and research by allowing

me to contribute to projects with both scientific
significance and clinical relevance. Finally, the
award provided a platform to showcase my
research and establish international collaborations
with fellow vascular surgeons and scientists to
advance these questions together.

Our study focused on the role of endothelial
cell-mediated communication in unstable carotid
plaques. We identified a fundamental biological
principle: endothelial cells release extracellular
vesicles—nanoparticle structures carrying bioactive
cargo—into both the bloodstream and the vessel
wall. This discovery has important implications

for vascular pathologies. Owing to their ability to
circulate, extracellular vesicles could serve as liquid
biopsies, providing insight into the local plaque
environment and enabling earlier identification

and treatment of patients at risk of stroke. In
addition, elucidating their mechanistic effects on
plague morphology may inform the development
of novel therapeutics aimed at plaque stabilization.
This emerging field represents a paradigm shift

with significant potential to advance research in

atherosclerosis and stroke.”

2025 SVS Foundation Awardees

VASCULAR CARE FOR THE
UNDERSERVED (VC4U) PROJECT
GRANTS

Katherine M Reitz, MD and Natalie
Sridharan, MD
UPMC/University of Pittsburgh

Olamide Alabi, MD
Emory University

VRIC TRAINEE AWARDEES

Tyler Bauer, MD

University of Michigan Medical
School

Mentor: Katherine Gallagher, MD

Bryan Ho, MD
Yale University
Mentor: Alan Dardik, MD, PhD

John H. Cabot, MD

Stanford University School of
Medicine

Mentor: Scott Damrauer, MD

Mandy Kunze Guo
University of Toronto
Mentor: Kathryn Howe, MD, PhD

STUDENT RESEARCH
FELLOWSHIP

Shria Bucha
Massachusetts General Hospital
Sponsor: Anahita Dua, MD

Suchit Chidurala
University of Texas San Antonio
Sponsor: Luke Perry, MD

Christina Glaser
Medical University of South Carolina
Sponsor: Jean Marie Ruddy, MD

Neha Gupta

Saint Louis University School of
Medicine

Sponsor: Matthew Smeds, MD

Christopher Holden-Wingate

Brigham and Women’s Hospital

Sponsor: Mohamad Hussain,
MD, PhD

Judy Li

Yale School of Medicine

Sponsor: Jonathan Andrew
Cardella, MD

Samantha Nicole Machinski

University of Pittsburgh Medical
Center

Sponsor: Katherine Moll Reitz, MD

Namratha Moses Nelapudi

University of Michigan Medical
Center

Sponsor: Katherine Gallagher, MD

Milin Patel
University of Toronto
Sponsor: Thomas Lindsay, MD

Neha Hariprasad Shetty

University of Pittsburgh Medical
Center

Sponsor: Nathan Liang, MD

Yiming Zhang
UMass Chan Medical School
Sponsor: Tammy Nguyen, MD

Nika Zharichenko

Veterans Affairs Pittsburgh Health
System

Sponsor: Edith Tzeng, MD

JAMES S.T. YAO RESIDENT
RESEARCH AWARD

Sujin Lee, MD
Massachusetts General Hospital
Mentor: Matthew Eagleton, MD

SVS FOUNDATION AND
AMERICAN COLLEGE OF
SURGEONS MENTORED CLINICAL
SCIENTIST RESEARCH CAREER
DEVELOPMENT AWARD (K08)

Mitchell Dyer, MD
Medical College of Wisconsin

CLINICAL RESEARCH SEED GRANT

Young Erben, MD
Mayo Clinic, Jacksonville

VOYAGE SCHOLARSHIPS

Amin Mohamed Ahmed, MD
Roberto Aru, MD

Sidra Bhuller, DO

Joedd Biggs, MD

Tristen Chun, MD

Paul DiMusto, MD

Bryan Dieffenbach, MD
Emily Fan, MD

Mallika Gopal, MD

Oscar Hernandez, MD

Kara Hessel, DO

Courtenay Holscher, MD, PhD
Caronae Howell, MD
Benjamin Jacobs, MD
Patrick Jasinski, MD

Young Kim, MD

Indrani Sen, MBBS

Michael Siah, MD

Caitlin Sorensen, MD


http://bitly.vascular.org/SVSFGrants-Awards

2025 Vascular Health Step Challenge

Each September, the annual Vascular Health Step Challenge inspires our community to raise awareness for
Peripheral Artery Disease (PAD). This year marked a milestone with the very first in-person event, hosted
by Dr. Jason Lee and the Stanford Division of Vascular Surgery. More than 100 participants walked 1.3 miles
each, collectively logging over 250,000 steps and raising $3,000 to support the campaign.

This year, the global community joined together to achieve remarkable results:

485 WALKERS §®

47,806 MILES
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< STEP CHALLENGE 2025 Presenting Sponsor:

Advancing Vascular Health, One Step at a Time.
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Shaping the Future:
The Enrico Ascher Vascular
Innovation Institute

Dr. Enrico Ascher’s career embodies the discovery and
advancement that defines vascular surgery. From his

early research in Rio de Janeiro to his training under the
legendary Dr. Frank Veith, Dr. Ascher quickly became a global
leader in vascular care while championing mentorship and
collaboration across continents to advance innovation. His
legacy doesn’t stop there, his groundbreaking innovations,
from duplex-guided procedures and mini-incision carotid
endarterectomy to pioneering limb salvage technique, have
transformed patient care and continue to influence the field
today. Dr. Ascher continues to dedicate his life to advancing
education, creativity and innovation.

As a true testament to his work in the field, his legacy will
not live on through the Enrico Ascher Vascular Innovation
Institute that will officially launch at the 2026 Vascular Annual
Meeting. Established with the generous support of the
Ascher family, the Institute will serve as a forward-looking
platform forward-looking platform dedicated to advancing
pioneering ideas, technologies and leadership in vascular
surgery. The Vascular Innovation Institute aims to foster a
culture of innovation within the vascular community, provide
mentorship and guidance from experienced surgeon-
innovators, deliver educational programming on key areas
of innovation, offer seed funding for promising ideas and
cultivate a growing innovator community anchored at the
Vascular Annual Meeting. Further embodying Dr. Ascher’s
spirit of advancement and excellence, the Institute will house
the Roy Greenberg Distinguished Lecture and present the
SVS Medal of Innovation under its banner to reinforce a
tradition of excellence while charting a bold path forward.

As Dr. Ascher himself reminds us: “Recognize needs, trust
your ideas, and believe you can contribute — no matter
your role.” Through the Institute, his vision of empowering
surgeons to innovate will continue to inspire breakthroughs
that shape the future of vascular care.
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Vascular Innovation Institute visit our website

@fil fiﬁzﬁ at bit.ly/3WQtMtU or scan the QR code.

$


http://bit.ly/3WQtMtU

10

INDIVIDUAL DONORS
($250 OR ABOVE)
Steven D Abramowitz, MD
Ali F AbuRahma, MD
Rana Afifi, MD
Gilbert Aidinian, MD
Olamide Alabi, MD
Babatunde H Almaroof,
MD, FACS
Kwame S Amankwah, MD
Shipra Arya, MD, SM, FACS
Enrico Ascher, MD
Arthur | Auer, MD
Bernadette Aulivola, MD
Sateesh C Babu, MD
William H Baker, MD
Simpledeep Banipal, MD
Scott A Berceli, MD, PhD
Scott S Berman, MD, MHA
James H Black lll, MD
Stuart L Blackwood, MD
Kellie R Brown, MD
Paul Sherman Brown, Jr., MD
Avianne Bunnell, MD
Keith D Calligaro, MD
Venita Chandra, MD
Mary Chang
Amit Chawla, MD
Elizabeth L. Chou, MD
Jayer Chung, MD
Nolan C Cirillo-Penn, MD
Daniel G Clair, MD
David Coleman, MD
Michael S Conte, MD
Allan Marc Conway, MD
Michael J Costanza, MD

Debra Cronenwett

John A Curci, MD

Michael A Curi, MD

Leo J Daab, MD

William S Dallas, MD

Ronald L Dalman, MD

Michael C Dalsing, MD

Alan Dardik, MD, PhD, DFSVS,
FACS

Ralph Clement Darling lil, MD

Luis R Davila-Santini, MD

Susan Dawson

Alan M Dietzek, MD

Jennifer Dinning, MD

Carlos E Donayre, MD

James Craig Dowdy, MD

Anahita Dua, MD

Audra A Duncan, MD

Matthew J Eagleton, MD

Sara M. Edeiken, MD

Edwards Vascular Foundation

Jeffrey Bryant Edwards, MD

Kendal Endicott, MD

Young Erben, MD

Guillermo A Escobar, MD

Mark K Eskandari, MD

Ronald M Fairman, MD

Delton L Farquharson, M.B.B.S,,
F.R.C.S.C,FA.CS.

Arash Fereydooni

Thomas L Forbes, MD

David G Fraser, MD

Julie Ann Freischlag, MD

Anna Gasparyan, MD, FACS, RPVI

Matthew K George, MD
Patrick Geraghty, MD, DFSVS,

FACS, RPVI
Joshua L. Gierman, MD
Ted Gifford, MD
Golan Family Charitable Fund
Andrew Alexander Gonzalez,
MD, JD, MPH
Enrique Guillen
Prem C. Gupta, MD
Vivienne J Halpern, MD, FACS
Allen D Hamdan, MD
Linda M Harris, MD
Joseph P Hart, MD, MHL, FACS
Ravishankar Hasanadka, MD
Thomas S Hatsukami, MD
Peter K Henke, MD
George L Hines, MD
Karen J. Ho, MD
Misty D Humphries, MD, MAS,
RPVI, FACS
Tam Thi Thanh Huynh, MD
James C. lannuzzi, MD, MPH
Daniel M lhnat, MD
Benjamin M Jackson, MD
Christopher R Jacobs
Geetha Jeyabalan, MD
Adam P. Johnson, MD, MPH
Tanner Jones
William D Jordan, Jr.,, M.D.
Dejah R Judelson, MD
Enjae Jung, MD
Elissa Kao
Vikram S Kashyap, MD
Neelima Katragunta, MD, FACS
Kelly Kempe, MD
Nickolas Kilgore
Dr. Robert L. and Adelaide

Kistner Gift Fund
Issam Koleilat, MD
Larry Wayne Kraiss, MD
Emilia Krol Krol
Scott W Kujath, MD
Mark D Lafrati, MD
Julie Adams Lahiri, MD
Catherine Lampi
Lawrence Giving Fund
David Lee Warner
Jason T Lee, MD
Steven A Leers, MD
Timothy Liao, MD
Judith C Lin, MD, MBA
Eddy H Luh, MD, FACS
Jason N MacTaggart, MD
Kenneth R Madsen, MD
Jacqueline Majors, MD
Michel S Makaroun, MD
Edward J Marcaccio, MD
Megan Irene March, MD
Jeffrey Martinez, MD
Walter J McCarthy, MD
Matthew T Menard, MD
Daniel E Mills
Joseph L Mills, MD
Joseph Mills, Jr.

Erica Leith Mitchell, MD, MEd SE,

FACS, DFSVS
Robert G Molnar, MD
Marvin E Morris, MD
Nicholas J Morrissey, MD
Raghu L Motaganahalli, MD
Dipankar Mukherjee, MD
Leila Mureebe, MD
Sarah Murphy
Cassius lyad N. Ochoa Chaar,
M.D., M.S.
Peter R Nelson, MD, MS
Rachael Nicholson, MD
Cecelia Nugent, RN
Timothy James Nypaver, MD
Leigh Ann O'Banion, MD

Gifts listed reflect contributions received during Fiscal Year 2025 (April 1, 2024 — March 31, 2025) and do not align with the calendar year 2025.

Lori O'Connor

Thomas F O'Donnell, MD

Patrick J O'Hara, MD

Kathleen J Ozsvath, MD, FACS

Lassie Patterson

Tara Pearce

James M Persky, MD

Lucas Phi

Eric Pillado, MD

Carlos Eduardo Pineda, MD

Elina Quiroga, MD

Aksim Rivera, MD

J. Gregory Roberts, MD, RVT,
FACS

William P Robinson, MD

Caron B Rockman, MD

Sean P Roddy, MD

David L Rollins, MD

Peter J Rossi, MD

Mark C Rummel, MD

Ulka Sachdev, MD, FACS

Salvatore T Scali, MD

Andres Schanzer, MD

Marc L Schermerhorn, MD

Peter A Schneider, MD

Shutze Giving Fund

Gary R Seabrook, MD

Indrani Sen, MBBS

Sherene Shalhub, MD MPH

Murray L Shames, MD

Mel J Sharafuddin, MD

Debra Shaver

Palma M Shaw, MD

William P Shutze, MD

Anton N Sidawy, MD, MPH

Matthew J. Sideman, MD

Kenneth M Slaw, PhD

Robert B Smith, Ill, MD

Emily Spangler, MD, MS

Andreas M Spirig, MD

James C Stanley, MD

Charles Stonerock, MD

Luis B Suarez

Hue Thai

Britt H. Tonnessen, MD
Margaret Clarke Tracci, MD JD
Laura Trimboli

Edith Tzeng, MD

Omaida C Velazquez, MD
Thomas W Wakefield, MD
Grace J Wang, MD

Xiujie Wang, MD

Fred Weaver, MD

Tahlia L. Weis, PhD MD
Mandy Werner-Ogier

Chris Werter, MD

Greg Westin, MD, MAS

John V White, MD

Karen Woo, MD

Eanas S Yassa, MD
Houssam Younes, MD
Kenneth Richard Ziegler, MD

CORPORATE DONORS

Abbott

Advanced Oxygen Therapy Inc.

BD

Boston Scientific

Cordis

Gore & Associates

LifeNet Health

Medytronic

Methodist Le Bonheur
Healthcare

Philips

Shockwave Medical

Solventum 3M/KCI USA, Inc.

Thompson Surgical
Instruments, Inc.

Vascular Technology Inc.

FOUNDATION AND
SOCIETY PARTNERS
American College of Surgeons
Edwards Vascular Foundation
Society for Vascular Nursing
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